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FOREWORD

The Associazione Italiana Didattica Lingua Giapponese (AIDLG, [talian
Association for Japanese Language Teaching) was founded in 1988 with the
aim of promoting and stimulating the diffusion of knowledge about theoretical
and practical issues of teaching Japanese as a second language within Italian
universities, private schools, and cultural and research centres.

Since then, thanks to the encouraging support of The Japan Foundation,
every year the AIDLG has organized a seminar on language teaching, inviting
Japanese linguists who have contributed to the enhancement of teaching
Japanese in Italy. In 1996 a First Conference on Japanese Linguistics and
Language Teaching was held at the University of Pavia (April 1996), and on
that occasion it was decided to organize an international conference on a regular
basis, along with the yearly seminar on Japanese applied linguistics, in order to
broaden the relations between Italian scholars and teachers and specialists
coming from Japan and other countries.

Following the First Conference, a Second one took place in 2002, in Naples,
organized by the AIDLG in collaboration with the Department of Asian Studies
of the Istituto Universitario Orientale (now Universita degli Studi di Napoli
“L’Orientale”) and with the support of The Japan Foundation and the Istituto
Italiano per 1’ Africa e 1’Oriente — Rome. Many scholars from Japan, Europe, and
the US took part to this Conference, submitting more than thirty papers.

This Second Conference paved AIDLG’s way to a more international
presence and became also an occasion to bring more scholars and young
researchers to Italy, to discuss a variety of subjects related to Japanese language.
In March 2005, a Third Conference with an even larger attendance was held in
Rome. The proceedings of the Third Conference have already been published
by Cafoscarina in Venice.

The delay in printing these proceedings has to be ascribed only to me, and
my having been in Japan for four years, appointed Cultural Attaché at the
Embassy of Italy. For that I wish to deeply apologize for causing troubles to all
the panelists who have been waiting for such a long time, and particularly to
those few participants who decided to withdraw their papers and publish them
in other academic journals.



X Paolo Calvetti

I wish to thank all the colleagues who came to Naples and made the
Conference a meaningful occasion to exchange information on their academic
research. I am also very obliged to all the students who helped before and
during the Conference, and grateful to those who cooperated in the editing of
these proceedings.

I am looking forward to the next symposium that the AIDLG will
organize in the near future.

Paolo Calvetti
Secretary General AIDLG
(1998-2002)



